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What drives a person to risk their life by entering the deadly world of high-level 

espionage? Political idealism? Financial reward? The thrill of the chase? 
 

A unique investigation of the most important cases of the twentieth century, this book is an 

exploration of the world’s most glamorous and dangerous job, the spy! Twentieth-Century Spies 

will keep your readers enthralled until the last page. This book tells the dark secrets of: 
 

 Sidney Reilly, considered by many to be the greatest spy of the century and an inspiration 

for Ian Fleming’s James Bond 
 

 The ‘Atom Bomb’ spies Klaus Fuchs, who gave the Russians atomic capability 
 

 George Blake, who betrayed over forty British agents, and is still alive in Moscow  
 

Includes revelations newly released under the Freedom of Information Act 
The chapter on the Cambridge Spies, the double-agents who did more damage to British 

intelligence in the twentieth century than any other group – reveals new analysis of the memoirs 

of Anthony Blunt, which were placed in the British Library in 1984 but held under a 25-year 

guarantee of confidentiality until Summer 2009. 
 

Contents:  

 Mata Hari   Sidney Reilly   The Cambridge Five   Klaus Fuchs   Julius and Ethel Rosenberg  

 George Blake   John Vassall   Oleg Penkovsky   The Profumo Affair   Aldrich Ames     
 

Twentieth-Century Spies is an insightful book that focuses on the personalities of these enigmatic 

figures, discusses their motivations and influences, and asks whether they were heroes, traitors or 

just scapegoats. 
  

Author Neil Root’s previous work includes Cold-Blooded Evil: The True Story of the Ipswich 

Strangling. He is based in London. 
 

Notes to Editors: Twentieth-Century Spies is published by Summersdale and available through all 

good bookshops and internet booksellers or by telephoning Summersdale. To request a review 

copy or to be put in touch with the author please contact Elly Donovan on: 01243 771107 or 

email elly@summersdale.com  
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