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Have you ever pondered the meaning of a club motto 

or the proper use of an alibi? Ever wondered why John 

Steinbeck wrote Ad astra per alia porci on the title page 

of each of his books? 
 

 

John Parker reveals the meaning behind these Latinisms we use in everyday life (and 

find in our favourite literature) in this entertaining book, proving that Latin is not just for 

Classicists. 
 

Check the meanings of frequently encountered phrases such as: 
 

Infra dignitatem (infra dig.)  Beneath (one’s dignity) 
 

Mea culpa  Through my fault 
 

Quod erat demonstrandum (QED)  Which was to be demonstrated 
 

Tempus fugit  Time flies (or flees) 
 

Opere citado (op. cit.) In the work cited 
 

and discover other less common but useful phrases to understand. 
 

Packed with illuminating background information and examples, this charming and 

fascinating book conveys the flavour and richness of today’s Latin phrases. A joy to dip 

into and a useful reference. 
 

 

Author, John Parker lives and writes in Cornwall, where he divides his spare time 

between teaching the revived Cornish language and devotion to his placens uxor 

(long-suffering wife). He is the author of Reading Latin Epitaphs, a Member of the 

Classical Association and The Friends of Classics and a contributor to their magazines. 
 

 

 

Ad Hoc, Ad Lib, Ad Nauseam is published by Summersdale and available through all 

good bookshops and internet booksellers or by telephoning Summersdale.  
 

To request a review copy please contact Elly Donovan on: 

01243 771107 or email elly@summersdale.com  
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