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Sex, drugs and being chased by the Thai Mafia...   

 

Would YOU dare to ditch the mundane for a journey with risk and danger  

as constant travelling companions? 
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'Leaving the blinding sand for the cool shade of the trees, I 

walked carefully through the undergrowth to where Dave, 

using two twigs as chopsticks, was picking up a freshly severed 

human finger...' 
 

 

John's trip to India starts badly when his girlfriend returns home early. Left to his own 

devices, he soon finds himself looking at the sharp end of a knife in a train station 

cubicle.  But his life is saved – and turned upside down – by an enigmatic traveller 

called Rick, who persuades John to question his mundane plans for the future and to 

rick it all for much, much more. 
 

Fast forward to the Thai island of Koh Pha-Ngan; John, Rick and their new friend Dave 

pose as millionaire aristocrats in a hedonistic Eden of beautiful girls, free drugs and wild 

beach parties. With the Thai Mafia on their tail, cue increasingly adrenalin-fuelled and 

danger-filled journeys to Indonesia, Australia and Hong Kong.  An unbelievable true 

story of the quest for excess, at any cost. 
 

First published in 2001, Summersdale are re-issuing this book due to popular demand. 
 

'Classic backpacker accessory... Hunter S. Thompson style...’ 
 

St Christopher’s Live Your Life e-zine 
 

Media Opportunities: 

 John's diverse professional life makes him an ideal subject for career-focussed slots  

 Extracts, serialisation, reader offers, competitions ... 
 

Author, John Harris, grew up on a council estate in south-east London and now wanders the world. He 

has worked as a scuba diver in Thailand, a fruit picker in Australia, a private detective in China, a building 

instructor in Nigeria and a site manager in Dubai. 
 

Notes to Editors: 

 The Backpacker is published by Summersdale and available through all good bookshops and 

internet booksellers or by telephoning Summersdale.  
 

To request a review copy or to be put in touch with the author: 

Please contact Dean Chant on: 01243 771107 or email dean@summersdale.com  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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