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“I travelled from King’s Cross to Berwick-on-Tweed in a sleeper on the night-express for 

no other reason than that I like to read in bed and, at the same time, feel that I am 

being rushed forward at a tremendous speed.” 
 

 

In this series of pen-portraits of England, commissioned by The Daily Mail in the 1930s, 

Victor Canning vividly conjures the pattern and colour of the „great fabric of English 

Life‟ from Cumberland to Cornwall. His heart-warming, humorous and often irreverent 

observations of sleepy villages, pastoral scenes and busy industries provide a delightful 

insight into life between the wars. 
 

 

 

Media Opportunities: extracts/serialisation. 
 

Feature angles: 

 England between the wars: Is our nostalgia for the 1930s based on myth? 

 Centenary of the author‟s birth: profiles of his works and the films they spawned 

 Then and now features examining how the places in the book have changed in 

the last 70-plus years. 
 

 

 

Author, Victor Canning (1911 – 1986), was best known as a thriller writer.  He wrote more 

than 60 books, many of which have been produced as films.  
 

 

Charles Collingwood (who writes the introduction) is a British actor renowned for his role 

as Brian Aldridge in BBC Radio 4‟s The Archers. Charles is also a seasoned broadcaster 

who appears on radio panel games and current affairs programmes.  

Charles Collingwood is available for interview. 

 

 
    

 

To request review copies or to be put in touch with the author, please contact 

Elly Donovan: 01243 771107 / elly@summersdale.com  


