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 “As any schoolboy must be, I was thrilled by the elephants; to cross the Alps in winter 

was heroic enough ....but to do it with thirty-seven elephants turned the story into 

magic. It was many years before there began to stir in me a desire to follow in 

Hannibal’s footsteps, and of course my first thought was to do it on an elephant’s back 

(an idea which I abandoned much more reluctantly and gradually than the obvious 

impracticality of it really demanded) ... I toyed with the idea of a camel, then a donkey, 

finally settling for my own two feet.” 
 

With passion and wit, the renowned journalist and broadcaster Bernard Levin describes his 

travels on foot through beautiful south-eastern France. He follows in the mighty footsteps of the 

great Carthaginian enemy of Rome, Hannibal, who made the expedition with an army and 

elephants nearly two millennia before. 
 

From the Carmargue via the Rhône Valley, across the Alps and into Italy during August 

snowstorms, he comments on the social and historical importance of the landscapes he passes 

through, taking detours to the table of Jacques Pic at Valence and the Arles region 

immortalised by Van Gogh. The journey would not have been complete without enjoying the 

wine at Châteauneuf-du-Pape. 
 

“His traveller’s tales make highly entertaining reading ... the combination of substance 

of argument with lightness of touch is irresistible” The Daily Telegraph 

Bernard Levin (1928 – 2004), the “most famous journalist of his day” 

(The Times), made this journey in the 1980s. Bernard Levin was 

awarded a CBE for services to journalism in 1990 and is the author of 

the best-selling titles Enthusiasms and Conducted Tours.  
 

From the Camargue to the Alps is published by Summersdale as part of their Revivals Series (re-

issues of popular travelogues, biographies, memoirs and nostalgia titles.) It will be available 

through all good bookshops and internet booksellers or by telephoning Summersdale.   

To request a review copy please contact Elly Donovan on: 01243 771107 or email 

elly@summersdale.com  
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