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Forget sudoku! Can you crack one of Dudeney’s ‘hard nuts’ puzzles? 
 

Good Old-Fashioned  

Challenging Puzzles 
 

and perplexing mathematical problems 
 

By H. E. Dudeney 
 

Three boys were given a bag of nuts as a Christmas present, 

and it was agreed that they should be divided in proportion to 

their ages, which together amounted to 17½ years. Now the 

bag contained 770 nuts, and as often as Herbert took four 

Robert took three, and as often as Herbert took six Christopher 

took seven. The puzzle is to find out how many nuts each had, 

and what were the boys’ respective ages. 
 

 

With the advent of new ‘brain-training’ video games, it is clear that now, more than ever, it is 

becoming increasingly important to take care of your brain, especially as you get older. But if 

you still prefer good old-fashioned pen and paper as opposed to the newest high-tech gadget, 

why not get yourself a copy of this cranium-confounding book from one of the country’s 

foremost creators of puzzles?  

 

Good Old-Fashioned Challenging Puzzles is perfect for those of us who scoff at calculators and 

think there’s nothing better than curling up in a comfortable armchair and sinking our teeth into 

a fiendishly difficult lateral-thinking puzzle. If you know someone who likes puzzles that have had 

people scratching their heads for centuries, this book is for them.  

 

Still not convinced? Check out the puzzle above. If it’s got your brain bamboozled, why not 

request a review copy, look up the answer and put your mind at ease? 
 

Appealing to anyone who loves sudoku, crosswords and chess and is looking   

for that more traditional way to stretch their grey matter. 
 

About the author: Henry Earnest Dudeney (1857-1930) was an author and mathematician. He 

learned to play chess at an early age and is known as one of the country’s foremost creators of 

puzzles. For twenty years, he had a successful column, ‘Perplexities’, in the magazine The 

Strand. 
 

 

Notes to Editors:  

Good Old-Fashioned Challenging Puzzles is published by Summersdale (ISBN: 978-1-84024-557-8; 

PB; 160 pages; £5.99). It is available through all good bookshops and internet booksellers or by 

telephoning Mail Order at Summersdale on: +44 (0) 1243 771107 
 

 

To request a review copy or for further information, please contact Dean Chant 
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