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Whether they’re a regular Rolling Stone or bananas about Beethoven, this cacophony 

of quips and quotes will have their ears ringing with laughter.  Perfect little gems like 

these for when they’ve hit too many bum notes and need a little harmony in their lives: 
 

I’d rather be dead than singing ‘Satisfaction’ when I’m 45. 

Mick Jagger 
 

When an opera star sings her head off, she usually improves her appearance. 

Victor Borg 
 

All the good music has already been written by people with wigs and stuff. 

Frank Zappa 
 

If anyone has conducted a Beethoven performance and then doesn’t have to go to an 

osteopath, then there’s something wrong. 

Simon Rattle 
 

I don’t deserve a Songwriters Hall of Fame Award. But fifteen years ago, I had a brain 

operation and I didn’t deserve that, either. So I’ll keep it. 

Quincy Jones 
 

There are two golden rules for an orchestra: start together and finish together. The public 

doesn’t give a damn what goes on in between. 

Thomas Beecham 
 

We all do ‘do, re, mi’ but you have got to find the other notes for yourself. 

Louis Armstrong 

Musical Wit is published by Summersdale and available through all good bookshops and internet 

booksellers.  
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