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This humorous, magical and informative new book reveals a surprising picture of  

the north of England as viewed from its glorious canals  
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“At home, I’m a cantankerous old git. On the boat, after a week’s 

cruising, I’m just a cantankerous old git with dirty hair! 
 

Steve Haywood has a problem. He doesn’t know where he comes from. In the south, 

people think he’s a northerner; in the north, they think he’s from the south. Judged 

against global warming and the sad demise of Celebrity Big Brother, this hardly registers 

highly on the Richter scale of world disasters. But it’s enough to worry Steve. And it’s 

enough of an excuse for him to escape the routine of his life in London for a voyage of 

discovery along England’s inland waterways. 
 

Travelling by traditional narrowboat, he heads north from Banbury in deepest 

Oxfordshire, through the former industrial wastelands of the now vibrantly modern 

Manchester, to the trendy affluence of Hebden Bridge at the centre of West Yorkshire’s 

ciabatta belt. With irrepressible humour he describes the history of the canals, his 

encounters with characters along the way, and the magic that makes England’s 

waterways so appealing. 
 

Steve’s journey along the Bridgewater Canal, The Ashton Canal The Huddersfield Narrow Canal 

and the Rochdale Canal takes him to: 

 Preston Brook  Lymm  Manchester  Ashton-Under-Lyne  Stalybridge  Mossley   

 Uppermill   Marsdean   Slaithewaite   Huddersfield   Brighouse   Elland   

 Sowerby Bridge   Hebden Bridge   Todmorden  Rochdale 
 

Steve Haywood is an award-winning TV producer and author of Fruit Flies 

Like a Banana: England by Canal and Classic Car. (Summersdale, 2004, 

£7.99). He writes a lively, provocative column for Canal Boat magazine. 

Steve also gives regular talks at events such as The National Waterways 

Festival and The Inland Waterways Association National Rally. 

Narrowboat Dreams is published by Summersdale and available through 

all good bookshops and internet booksellers or by telephoning 

Summersdale.  

To request a review copy or to be put in touch with Steve Haywood  

please contact Elly Donovan on: 01243 771107 or email elly@summersdale.com  
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