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It wasn’t only the British upper lip that was stiff... 
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Believe it or not, those prim and proper Victorians 

were, on occasion, as blue as their own dear 

Queen’s blood.  
 

 

A splendiferous compilation of Victorian sauce, Right Up the Empire reveals that 

illustrators of the day had plenty of lead for their pencils. Comprising drawings from 

nineteenth-century magazines such as The Boys’ Own Paper and Cassells’ Family 

Magazine, and then paired with raunchy captions, this hilarious romp through the 

naughty secrets of the British Empire offers slap, tickle and titters for all!  
 

 

 

 

‘If I took Viagra,’ enquired Mr Williams, ‘would I be 
able to get it over the counter?’ 
 

The pharmacist looked thoughtful and replied, ‘Yes, if 
you took two tablets.’ 
 

 

 

 

 

About the authors: Diane Mason has a PhD in Victorian fiction and is the author of The Secret 

Vice: Masturbation in Victorian Fiction and Medical Culture (Manchester University Press).   

Andrew Selwood is an artist and graphic designer whose work has been exhibited alongside 

that of Banksy and Damien Hirst.  
 

Notes to Editors: Right Up the Empire is published by Summersdale and available through all good 

bookshops and internet booksellers or by telephoning Summersdale. 

To request a review copy or to be put in touch with the authors: 

Please contact Elly Donovan on: 01243 771107 or email elly@summersdale.com 
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