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Hungerford, Columbine, Virginia Tech… The horrific list goes on and on 

Why do people snap and suddenly start killing?  
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‘We are all in danger. When we go to school or work, go out shopping or just walk down 

the street, a bullet aimed at random might cut us down. Nowhere is safe from the mad 

gunman who simply wants to kill a large number of people without rhyme or reason, 

before killing themselves.’ 
 

An investigation into spree killing that analyses the psychology of a chilling and relatively new 

phenomenon. Nigel Cawthorne carefully examines each case in the book and shows how the killers first 

suppress their rage and violent fantasies until a small incident sparks off their fatal rampage. 
 

The cases include that of Michael Ryan, who slew sixteen in the quiet English town of Hungerford; Wade 

Frankum, who went berserk with a rifle in a shopping plaza in Sydney, Australia; teenage students Eric 

Harris and Dylan Klebold and their killing spree at Columbine High School in Colorado, USA; and Seung-

Hui Cho, responsible for the Virginia Tech massacre, the deadliest shooting frenzy by a single gunman in 

the history of the USA. 
 

Nigel Cawthorne is the author of House of Horrors: The Horrific True Story of Josef Fritzl, The Father From Hell; The 

World’s Greatest Serial Killers and Killers: The Most Barbaric Murderers of Our Times. He is also known for his best-

selling Sex Lives series which includes Sex Lives of the Kings and Queens of England, and over sixty other books. 
 

More true crime from Summersdale!  

SERIAL KILLER INVESTIGATIONS BY COLIN WILSON 

 

In this fascinating, in-depth account of the hunt for serial killers, Colin Wilson, one of the 

world’s leading authorities on the subject, examines the ways they can be tracked down 

and caught, from the tried-and-true methods of the early 20th century to the high-tech 

processes in use today. Wilson examines such areas as psychological profiling, genetic 

fingerprinting, and the launch of the Behavioural Science Unit. He delves into the 

importance of fantasy to serial killers, the urge to keep on killing, the desire to become 

notorious, and murder as an addictive drug. 

ISBN: 978 1 84024 592 9          Paperback          320 pages          £7.99    

Notes to Editors: These books are published by Summersdale and available through all good bookshops 
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