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As staff travel writer on The Times since 1997, Tom 

Chesshyre had visited over 80 countries on assignment, 

and wondered what is left to be discovered ...? 
 

 

... Tom realised that the answer might be very close to home. In a mad adventure 

across Britain, Tom visited secret (and, quite frankly, unlikely-sounding) spots in search of 

the UK’s least touristy destinations. 
 

He explored Blade Runner Britain in Port Talbot, discovered that everything’s quite 

green in Milton Keynes, met real-life superheroes and many a suspicious landlady, as 

well as watching a football match with celebrity chef Delia Smith. 
 

Tom peels back the skin of the unfashionable underbelly of Britain, and embraces it all 

with the spirit of discovery. 
 

Tom’s holidays in “Unsung Britain” took him to: 
 Hull: “East Coast Main Line: Never Dull in Hull?” 

 Slough: “We Must Celebrate the Trading Estate!” 

 Salford: “The Real Coronation Street” 

 Derry: “On Holiday in Bogside” 

 Port Talbot: “On Yer Bike, Boyo!” 

 Norwich: “Mustard Factories, Che Guevara and Delia” 

 Milton Keynes: “Feeling Green in the City of Dreams” 

 Coventry: “Cappuccino with Lady Godiva” 

 South Shields: “Fish ’n’ Chips… and Ancient History” 

 Croydon: “Planes, Trains and Friendly Faces” 

 And to HELL: “A rather nice spot in the Isles of Scilly!” 

 
Author, Tom Chessyre is based in London and is the author of How Low Can You 

Go?: Round Europe for 1p Each Way (Plus Tax). Currently staff travel writer for The 

Times, he has previously worked for Cambridge Evening News, Sporting Life, Sky 

Sports and The Daily Telegraph and writes frequently for the Mail on Sunday 
    

To Hull and Back is published by Summersdale and available through all good 

bookshops and internet booksellers or by telephoning Summersdale.  
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