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“I’d recommend it to anyone. One of the most enjoyable 

books I’ve read for a long time.” Sir Patrick Moore 
 

Have you ever wondered about life, the Universe and everything but couldn’t find the right 

question to ask – or the right person to answer it? Well, here’s the book for you. 
 

Leading professor of astronomy Fred Watson (who has won prizes in Australia for his popular 

broadcasts about the science of the Universe) gives us this quirky and witty book tackling all the 

big questions!   
 

Based on real questions that he has been asked by listeners to his radio programmes, Fred 

answers the ultimate mind-bogglers, such as ...  
 Does the Earth wobble?    What makes planets round?    Why do stars twinkle?  

 Is it possible for an aircraft to keep up with the dawn?   Where’s the nearest black hole?  

 When will the sun stop burning?    Could you dump nuclear waste into the sun?  

 What would we do if we found an asteroid on collision course with Earth?   Are there other universes?   

 What’s the length of a day on the moon?    Do you think there is life elsewhere in the solar system?    

 Is there sound in the Universe?    What was there before the Big Bang?     What does E = mc2 mean?     

 Why is Uranus upside down?    and many, many more  like this! 
 

Space is really, really big – as Douglas Adams once pointed out – and there is no better guide 

to it than Fred Watson. Highly-entertaining and informative, this is a must-read for science-lovers 

and enquiring minds of all ages. 

 “a fabulous read from one on the finest popular presenters of astronomy ... amusing, 

entertaining and authoritative, this is the perfect bedtime book for the curious mind.”  

David Malin, astronomer 

FRED WATSON (who is originally from England) says he has spent so many years working in large 

telescope domes that he has started to look like one. He worked at both of Britain’s Royal Observatories 

before becoming Astronomer in Charge of the Anglo-Australian Observatory in New South Wales in 1995. 

Fred is well-known in Australia for his astronomy broadcasts.  In 2003, he received the David Allen Prize for 

communicating astronomy to the public, and in 2006 was the winner of the Australian Government 

Eureka Prize for Promoting Understanding of Science.  Fred has an asteroid named after him (5691 

Fredwatson), but says that if it hits the Earth it won’t be his fault! 

Why is Uranus Upside down? is published by Summersdale and available through all good bookshops 

and internet booksellers or by telephoning Summersdale.  

To request a review copy or to be put in touch with Fred Watson  

please contact Elly Donovan on: 01243 771107 or email elly@summersdale.com  
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